“IT literacy must.
reach rural areas’
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Bangalore: Chief Secretary
B S Patil on Tuesday preva-
iled upon software compani-
es and non-Governmental or-
ganisations (NGOs) to make
greater efforts at improving
literacy;, particularly compu-
ter literacy, in rural areas.
Speaking at the inaugura-
tion of the Intel Computer
Clubhouse at Jakkur on
Wednesday, Patil said, "Karn-
ataka has often been called a
software giant. But this IT
knowledge has reached anly
five per cent of the people
with the other 95 per cent re-
maining unaffected by the te-
chnological developments.”
"These programmes shou-
Id also look at other hackwa-
rd regions, a little away from
Bangalore. Companies and
NGOs must realise that Kar-
nataka is bigger than Banga-
lore. There are ather regions
in the State that have less
than half of these facilities.”
the Chief Secretary said.
Intel Tndia launched its

computer clubhouse, an afl-
er-school programme at the
Children's 1.ovecastles Trust
(CLT) in Jakkur village to
make the hi-tech pgquipment
aceessible to underprivileg-
ed youth aged between eighl
and 18. There are currently
65 such Intel clubhouses in
10 countries.

The basic objective of the
praject {s o enable children
from surrounding villages to
beneflit from technology. said
CLT Founder and Managing
Trustee Bhagya Rangacha}:/‘

.



