Children of

lesser god gel

a new goddess

or the 250 children who

—{ study at the Sarkara Kan-

nada Balakara Madhyami-

ka Shale on B.P Wadia Road at

Basavangudi, life will not be the

came anymaore and school will be

delinitely more satislying, ot least
for their little tummics.

Froan June 1, 1998, when the
school reopens after the summer
vacations, all the students will get
lunch nt school thanks to the et
forts of one lady who cared —
Bhiagyva Rangachar,

When she returned alwer a
fongish stint in the US fast year,
Rharyn found that the children
ol construction workers were be-
ing ftaupht and fed by an NCiC)
belore they went to the govern-
ment sehool near by, When she
tolowed the kuds to school one
iy, she saw the sorry stale of af-
fairs there. Most of the Kids cither

did not eat lunch at all, or
brought bad food which they
could not cat.

Unusced to the poverty that

grips the country, she was moved.
She wanted to help the children.
Wwhat followed was a saga of re-
jections. Unfortunately, most In-
dians scemed immune to the
plight of thosec unfortunate chil-
dren who came to school hungry
and tired everyday. Even big cor-
porate housces who first promised
to help, then responded with re-
sounding silence.

Aware that she could not man-
age  the task single-handed,
Bhapya met the school better-

“Fhey have

ment committee. Here, she was
lucky. At lcast some individuals in
the committee were inspired.
They rallicd around here and
they, agreed to work towards a
common goal — cnsuring ‘their’
childhren pet food.

As V. Annaiah, who is the
spokesperson of the committee
says, “She inspired us Lo do this."”
managed to collect
150 plates and cups, while a local
philanthropist  has offecred a
year's supply of grain,a grocer on
the pancl has undertaken the re-
sponsibility of censuring the chil-
dien pet fresh vepoetlables every-
day.

And so as cach motivated
member contributed his mite, a
dream came true. While the gov-
crnment supplics hall a kg of rice
to parents of these students, more
often than not, it does not reach
the students at all. “When the
half-kg rice is taken to a home of
several hungry mouths, how can
the child get it all?” is the ques-
tion she asks.

To ensure the children get
food. let’s feed them in the school
itscll, she says. She will personally
be at the schovol cach day to en-
sure this. And any volunteer who
helps her in her task is welcome.
That’s not all, once the situation
in this school is stable, Bhagya
plans to move on to another and
then another, till all the children
in the city get at least one good.
balanced meal a day.
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